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by Monique Head 

 A one of a kind Bible class of-
fered at Hillcrest on Sunday morn-
ings is our study of the book Gala-
tians.  Equipped with the scripture, 
and the Galatians Life Change 
series workbook, Brothers Jerry 
Spencer, Willie Davis, and Syl-
vester Hester alternate leading the 
weekly discussion.  
 Each teacher puts his person-
ality and knowledge into the les-
son and expects each member of 
the class to do the same.  From 
periodic book checks, to assigned 
questions, the teachers hold the 
class members accountable for 
the information found in the work-
book and scripture.  

 The teaching set-up is not the 
only thing that makes this class 
unique.  Having about 25 mem-
bers, the small class size allows 
for full participation and a true 
sense of fellowship.  This study 
has built relationships that will last 
long after the class is over.   
 Another unique aspect of the 
class is the variety of the mem-
bers.  There are new Christians, 
mature Christians, young mem-
bers, seasoned members, males 
and females.  There are also 
members who grew up in the 
Church of Christ, and members 
who found the Church later in 
life.  These differences lead to  

continued on page 2 

Galatians study: a unique bible class 

Hillcrest members study the book of Galatians during a recent Sunday morn-

ing Bible class. 

stood by his wife and supported 
her stoutly.  Then, in a turna-
bout, when Katrina died, the 
family learned that Ted had 
been sick too, and he died last 
fall. 
In that wonderful way that fami-
lies do, all hands came together 
in embrace, and Grandma Sara 
Crittenden picked up where her 
son left off and embraced the 
children, including sister, Erika 
and little brother D'Angelo.  She 
concentrated on keeping the 
children focused on their stud-
ies.   She got them even more 
deeply immersed in a fun past 
time they all enjoyed --- golf. 
 "We all enjoy the game, and 
it helps us," said Sister Crittend-
en. 

 The Gates Millenium Schol-
arship went to only 1,000 recipi-
ents nationwide, based on three 
major considerations: Academic 
achievement, community service 
and leadership potential. 
 If we knew nothing else 
about Brianna, we would agree 
this rare young lady has leader-
ship quality in abundance, with 
her ability to stay focused under 
the worst of challenging distrac-
tions. 
 "I try to keep my mind on my 
academic studies," she said, 
"but I also get along very well 
with school mates."   She is pop-
ular with them, not the stereo-
type aloof scholar out of touch 
with peers. 
 After examining several col-

leges to attend this fall, including 
Georgia, Emory and the Univer-
sity of Miami, Brianna has cho-
sen Stetson University in Flori-
da.  Stetson is small, as univer-
sities go, with an enrollment of 
2,200.   But that size has the 
intimacy Brianna values. 
 "They are a good school that 
can help me toward my goals," 
she said, "but also they have 
impressed me that they care 
about me and will provide just 
the right personal attention and 
preparation for me as a pre-med 
student." 
 Stetson may love her, but 
their devotion cannot surpass 
the warm embrace Hillcrest has 
given her.  Take a deep bow, 
Doctor Crittenden! 

continued from page 4 
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 I recently read about an ob-
servance that took place for the 
first time several years ago.  It 
was held in conjunction with the 
celebration of the Fourth of Ju-
lyðIndependence Day. 
 No it did not involve the fa-
miliar trappings of the holiday.  
There were no fireworks; there 

were no parades, picnics, festi-
vals, or any of the other activities 
that have come to be an integral 
part of the celebration that com-
memorates the signing of the 
Declaration of Independenceða 
highly significant event in the 
history of our country. 
 What happened was that a 
group organized an activity that 
mobilized people in a day of 
prayer and repentance.  They 
called it Dependence on God 
Day. 
 At the inception of the activi-
ty, there was no dearth of issues 
for which prayer was needed.  
Today, the need still exists, as 
America is becoming more mor-
ally bankrupt .  
 While our country deserves 
to be called the land of the free 
and home of the brave, and we 
should thank God every day for 
the freedoms that we enjoy as 
Americans, the sad truth is we 

are also a nation which is in 
moral crisis.   
 The stats are alarming: four 
out of every ten children are 
born out of wedlock; there are 
movements to legalize same sex 
marriages; pre-marital sex has 
become more the norm; corrup-
tion is commonplace in govern-
ment. 
 As we approach the Fourth 
of July holiday, I want to urge 
Hillcrest members to embrace 
the notion of those who estab-
lished  Dependence Day (I un-
derstand that nearly 1,000,000 
will participate this year). 
 This Fourth of July, as you 
celebrate Independence Day 
remember the idea behind De-
pendence Day and spend some 
time praying for the spiritual 
health of the Hillcrest Church,  
our community and our country.  
Letôs acknowledge our depend-
ence on Him. 

Richard L. BarclayRichard L. Barclay   

 
 

hearty, in-depth discussions of the scripture and how it can 
be applied to our everyday lives.   
 Mutual respect is given to each member, no matter their 
age or opinion.  The teachers end each discussion with what 
the scripture says so that no one leaves with misunder-
standings or misconceptions.   
 Being a part of this class has not only helped me to ap-
preciate the uniqueness of each member of Godôs body, but 
it has also helped me to see the importance of in depth 
scripture study and small group discussion.  The Galatians 
class is a true definition of a bible class. 

Vacation Bible School at Hillcrest Church of Christ 

continued from page 1 

 Vacation Bible School is in-
tended to promote fellowship and 
cultivate an intimate relationship 
with God through a learning envi-
ronment conducive for spiritual 
growth. Introduced to the Hillcrest 
Congregation in 20 - -, VBS has 
sustained - - years of creative 
production in which membership 
has increased annually. 
 The format of the program is 
structured as a day camp for 
youth ages Pre ï K through 9th 
grade and highlights different 
themes each year.  This year, the 
featured themes were: Shake It 
Up Cafe & Island Odyssey. 
 Shake It Up Caf®: Where Kids 
Carry Out Godôs Recipe was de-
signed to give children a ñrecipeò 
for living out the Word of God. 
The invigorative, Bible - based 
curriculum concentrated on bibli-
cal festivals, and allowed the chil-
dren opportunities to understand 
their relevance. Participants were 
also encouraged to make the ide-
as applicable to their lives as 
Christians. Each of the 5 days 
introduced a passage of Scripture 
referred to as ñTodayôs Specialò.  
Along with the special, there was 
a secret ingredient which was a 
directive for daily application such 
as: Be ready for God, Give Hap-
pily to God, Believe Fully in Je-

sus, Remember Jesus Often and 
Celebrate God Forever. 
 Shake It Up Caf® was com-
prised of rising Pre ï K through 
5th grade level children, in which 
the rising 1th graders accounted 
for the largest single grade level 
population. The group had to be 
divided into 2 classes, as well as 
the second largest population, 
which was the rising 4th grade 
class. The Pre ï K and Kinder-
garten classes were combined to 
identify one class. There were 
approximately 7 ï 10 students in 
each of the other 2nd, 3rd, and 5th 
grade classes.  
 This year, the use of tents 
served as individual classrooms. 
Many thought this to be an EX-
CELLENT idea because it saved 
much needed preparation time 
and paper. The front of the Fami-
ly Life Center, which is used as 
the pulpit area during worship 
services, was decorated as a 
kitchen setting. As students ar-
rived, they would congregate in 
the center of the floor facing the 
stage for exercise and morning 
devotion. The same would take 
place in the afternoon to close 
out the day. Participants were 
provided breakfast and an after-
noon snack. Lunch was provided 
for those who did not bring their 

own. The daily itinerary kept 
campers and volunteers very 
busy while making various crafts, 
learning songs and skits, engag-
ing in scientific exploration, and 
enjoying outdoor recreation. 
Island Odyssey: To the Ends of 
 the Earth with Jesus Christ 
included all registered rising 6th ï 
9th grade youth. This side of the 
program linked biblical island sto-
ries with popular island vacation 
destinations. The Island Odyssey 
experience taught biblical princi-
ples through the use of artistic 
expression. To make the program 
age appropriate, this group of 
VBS participants learned how 
knowing and having a relation-
ship with Jesus influences better 
decision making. A variety of ac-
tivities were facilitated such as 
cooking, expression through mu-
sic and drama, field trips and dis-
cussion sessions.  
 At the end of the week, a 
presentation was made before 
the parents and supporters of 
VBS to showcase the accom-
plishments of the program. VBS 
would not have been a success if 
it were not for the many volun-
teers who gave a percentage of 
their time. As someone who has 
built a career with pedagogy as 
its core, I truly believe that life 
affords no greater responsibility, 
no greater privilege, than the 
teaching of the next generation. It 
is commanded in Godôs Word. 
Though the names of the several 
volunteers were not personally 
mentioned in this article, those 
who signed campers in, taught 
and facilitated activities, secured 
the grounds, prepared the food, 
directed in leadership capacity or 
just stopped by to show support, 
please know that the imprints of 
your efforts will last forever and 
never be forgotten by our children. 

VBS participants: Kayla Smith, Joy Mitchell, Joreal Eady, and guest, 

Shelby Johnson 

Delia Prescod (seated) refers to her Bible as Jerry Spencer 

(standing) reacts to a question during one of the Sunday 

morning Bible classes that focus on the book of Galatians. 

by Ingrid B. Wright  
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 In a warm and embracing 
ceremony, Youth Minister Greg 
White received the Thomas O. 
Davis Service Award from the 
businesses and civic leaders of 
the City of Decatur. The ceremo-
ny was at the historic Solarium, 
where the prestigious Scottish 
Rite Hospital began years ago. 
Greg was praised for his unself-
ish service as active living direc-
tor in the Decatur Recreation De-
partment. Through his work he 
encourages exercise, healthful 
living and safe practices among 
the town's citizens, young and 
old. 
 "I have a passion for service 
and for people." Greg said in ac-
cepting the award. 
 The gathering place was filled 
with Hillcresters, including the 
White family, Senior Minister 
Richard Barclay and elders, fel-
low deacons, and a host of 
friends.  
 A special guest was James 
"Red" Moore, 94, who played for 

the Black Crackers years before 
Jackie Robinson broke the color 
line in the Majors. Greg has been 
active in getting publicity for this 
active survivor of baseball histo-
ry. 
 Greg was praised not only for 
his work and faithfulness to duty 
over the years, but also because 

he is a symbol of the vibrancy of 
Decatur, one of Georgia's most 
progressive and liberal communi-
ties. 
 "He sets our example, always 
riding his bicycle around town, 
ALWAYS WITH HIS HELMET!" 
one speaker said with a smile. 
He was praised in particular for 
being resourceful, unfailingly 
helpful and creative. And of 
course we at Hillcrest know him 
for his faithful service and en-
couragement to our young, un-
failingly friendly and positive. 
 In the twinkling of an eye, his 
friends said, he can transform his 
Decatur office from a shuttle ser-
vice to a dwelling place, or what-
ever is needed at the time. He is 
a "can do" person, they said. 
 Greg's award was named for 
Thomas O. Davis, a beloved city 
attorney, who served faithfully 
from 1968 until his death in 2000. 
It was awarded by the Decatur 
Business Association upon rec-
ommendation by Tony Parker, 
assistant city manager for emer-
gency services. 
 In accepting the award, Greg 
paid honor to God, "whose gifts 
and blessings made this possi-
ble. 

Our Greg White, a Winner 

Greg White is pictured receiving the Thomas O. Davis Service Award. 

by Ernest Holsendolph 

 Religion often initiates reform. 
During the 19th century, there 
was a man named Charles Gran-
dison Finney, who was the most 
famous preacher of the era. He 
became known as ñthe father of 
modern revivalismò because he 
inspired poignant religious con-
version using a speaking style 
that provoked expressive behav-
ior from participants in the form of 
crying out, screaming, or trem-
bling with fear. The most likely 
converts sat on a special bench 
called the ñanxious seatò, where 
they were drawn into the mes-
sage of what was perceived by 
many in that time to be the gos-
pel of salvation. Many converts 
did not have a clear understand-
ing of the Gospel because they 
acted solely off of emotion. Fin-
ney and his contemporaries were 
a part of the Second Great Awak-
ening, a social movement that 
swept across the United States 
after 1790. 
 Today, as members of the 
one true Church (Rom 16:16), we 
participate in Gospel Meetings, 
which are also referred to as re-
vivals because they are meant to 
ñreviveò the Christianôs spirit. For 
those who have not been adopt-
ed into the family of Christ, the 
revival allows for a greater under-
standing of the Gospel because 
the messages delivered through 
the sermons are usually practical 
and digestible for the uninformed 
to understand. People are able to 
evaluate themselves based on 
the teaching of the Gospel and 
reform their lifestyle based on the 
knowledge that has been ac-
quired.  
 This week, beginning on 
Wednesday, June 22, Hillcrest 
began its Homecoming Revival, 
which lead into the 66th Anniver-

sary Celebration and Ground-
breaking ceremony on Sunday, 
June 27. The guest speaker was 
Brother Steven Thompson, the 
senior minister of the Central 
Church of Christ in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Brother Thompson 
has dealt with many challenging 
situations that have infested the 
inner city communities of Milwau-
kee. His experience became pal-
pable when he spoke; he was 
able to connect with and inspire 
us as he had a specific message 
each night. His oration helped us 
to understand that as members 
of the Body, we have a greater 
challenge which is to position 
ourselves so that the Lord would 
delight in us. He also reminded 
us that along our journey of re-
structuring our attitudes, there will 
be those who will try to discour-
age our efforts. Brother Thomp-
son gave us the biblical remedy 
for learning to encourage our-

selves. Finally, the series was 
concluded with an understanding 
of the promise, the problem and 
the provision. In addition to the 
incredible preaching, there were 
impressive singing groups that 
edified our spirit as well.  
 As Hillcrest moves forward 
with the building project, com-
memorated by the breaking of 
ground and the unveiling of the 
architectural design on Sunday, it 
is imperative to understand that 
we must be willing to reform our-
selves in order to bring the vision 
into fruition. The theme of the 
gospel meeting was ñWe have 
been here long enough; there is 
a greater challenge that lies 
ahead.ò Though the institution of 
religion has been historically 
credited with many social reform 
efforts, it is the reform that occurs 
in the heart of the individual that 
must occur first. This is the true 
purpose of a Gospel Revival. 

Richard L. Barclay, Willie McGrady, Larry Jordan, Otis Tillman, Ken 

Neal, Donald Perry are all smiles as they prepare to break ground. 

2011 Homecoming Revival at Hillcrest Church of Christ  
by Ingrid B. Wright  

Well wishers look on as Greg White is honored with the Thomas O. Davis 

Service Award. 
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Welcome,  New Members!Welcome,  New Members!Welcome,  New Members!   

 When Senior Minister Richard 
Barclay announced from the pul-
pit, Dr. Brianna Crittenden, come 
on down, this smallish young lady 
came down.  People looked 
about.  This is DOCTOR Crittend-
en??? 
 Brother Richard extended the 
suspense, but we learned what 
was up ---- he was leading us all, 
and Brianna, too, to expect noth-
ing but the boldest and best from 
our talented little sister.  Brianna 
is a Gates Millenium Scholar, and 
as such, she is afforded a chance 
to be schooled all the way to her 
final degree at Gates foundation 
expense, a wonderful and unsur-
passed opportunity.  Her dream 

of being a medical doctor is in 
her grasp. 
 In a profile of Brianna just 
some months ago, Summer Perry 
revealed our young scholar's 
core belief:  "Don't follow your 
dreams, chase them!"  That is an 
inspiring line, handed down 
through time, but Brianna Crit-
tenden appears to have em-
braced it. 
 And she has done it by hur-
dling major obstacles, all the 
while keeping focus on her path 
to excellence. 
 Her mother Katrina died near-
ly two years ago after a long ill-
ness.  All the while Brianna and 
her younger brother and sister 

were kept positive by their won-
derfully devoted father, Ted, who 

Brianna Nicole Crittenden, Gates Millenium Scholar  
by Ernest Holsendolph 
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1 A group of Hillcrest members don their brick by brick shirts as they observe the groundbreaking; 2 

Shirley Barclay and Steven Thompson listen as State Representative Hank Johnson makes remarks; 3 
Gerran Anderson, Jarius White, Adam Frierson, Richard L. Barclay, Jasmine Frierson, RJ Frierson, 

Tamira Anderson, Trey Dean, Kristion Jones, and Maya Jones shovel some dirt; 4 a group of Hillcrest 

members watch the ceremony; 5  Lori Smith, Noah White, Donald Perry, Jurley Watson, James 

Eskridge, Ken Neal, Harrell Thomas, Jarius White, Johnnie Zahler, Shirley Barclay, Geanna Anderson, 

Richard L. Barclay, Ernest Leary, Mary E. Davis, Willie McGrady, Larry Jordan  and Otis Tillman are 

handy with the shovels; 6 Darryl Johnson, Theotus Butler, Sylvester Hester, Seon Jones, David Gid-

dens, Tony Noel, and Greg White turn some dirt. 

 

Ricky Jr., Tiffany, Kobe, Ricky Sr., and Angela Newsome 

Weôre rolling out the red carpet for our new 

members.  Welcome them. 


